
Teaching in the Neighborhood
May 2022

A monthly dose of teaching ideas, updates, and inspiration for teachers across the Neighborhood 
EBSOC, Ellis Early Learning, Epiphany Early Learning, Horizons for Homeless Children, Nurtury

Think of a moment when you responded to challenging behavior
in a calm, supportive, professional way. Feel proud!

New Teacher Workshops: Join us this Wednesday, May 25, from 9-10am either in-person at Horizons or
online via Zoom for a FREE hybrid workshop for new teachers. Our focus will be on Collaboration and
Teamwork - with your teaching team and with families. This is a monthly workshop series for any teachers new
to the Neighborhood or anyone who is interested in the topic of the month. Email Megina to sign-up and receive
the Zoom link: mbaker@neighborhoodvillages.org

Upcoming topics - dates and times coming soon:
Observing and Documenting Learning (June 2022)

Curriculum for Young Children (July 2022)
 

Teacher Communities of Practice are on summer vacation! Stay tuned for new options starting in September.

Upcoming Workshops and News

TEACHER TALK! TEACHER TALK! TEACHER TALK! 
 

You're out on a walk with your class when a child flops on the ground and refuses to walk any farther. You've just
served lunch and one of your toddlers throws her tray on the ground. These moments can be so frustrating to
teachers. Remember that challenging behavior is normal, expected, and provides a teaching opportunity. 

Challenging Behavior: 
Respond like a PRO

Self-Care. Take a deep breath. Center yourself. If you need it, ask your colleague for a quick break to
recenter. Or model naming emotions  - say, "I'm feeling frustrated and I need a little break. I'll be right back."
Behavior is communication. Ask yourself, "What is this behavior telling me?" Desire for connection? Need
for more control? Unmet physical need?  Think about how you can meet the unmet need in a positive way.
Name the behavior you want to see. Use clear, positive statements. "Sit right down." "Hold my hand."
Every 5 minutes is a new 5 minutes. Separate the behavior from the child. The behavior may be
challenging, but the child is always a child. Reset and give them a new chance, a new start, and reconnect.
Teaching is different from parenting. Challenging behavior in the classroom requires a more objective, professional
response than might be ok at home. Check out the NAEYC Code of Ethical Conduct for Early Childhood Educators. The
first principle is: Above all, we shall not harm children. We shall not participate in practices that are emotionally damaging,
physically harmful, disrespectful, degrading, dangerous, exploitative, or intimidating to children.

Responding like a PROfessional: 

https://www.naeyc.org/sites/default/files/globally-shared/downloads/PDFs/resources/position-statements/Ethics%20Position%20Statement2011_09202013update.pdf


Great ideas from great teachers

send them to Megina Baker: mbaker@neighborhoodvillages.org

Ready to share your great ideas?

Highlighting excellent teaching happening in
the Neighborhood this month!
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